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MS. MAK THUR PEI SECURES THE INAUGURAL PAM - TAN SRI Ar. CHAN SAU LAI 

AWARD 
Dato’ Dr. Hou Kok Chung, Deputy Minister of Higher Education Malaysia, presides over 

award ceremony  
 
 
Malaysian Institute of Architects (Pertubuhan Akitek Malaysia - PAM) today announced 
the winners of the ‘PAM-Tan Sri Ar. Chan Sau Lai Architecture Award’. Held at G Tower, 
Kuala Lumpur, and attended by winners and their families, eminent members of the 
architectural community, the awards ceremony was presided over by Yang Berhormat 
Dato’ Dr. Hou Kok Chung, Deputy Minister of Higher Education Malaysia.  
 
As the inaugural winner, Ms. Mak Thur Pei collected the grand prize of RM25,000 along 
with the Winner’s Certificate.   
 
A recent Masters graduate from the University of Western Australia, Ms. Mak Thur Pei 
submitted her final year’s work “Four Square House Design Problem”. The award winning 
project focused on the concepts of connection and contiguity, and was designed as an 
alternative to the traditional layout for a medium density landed development. 
 
The distinguished judging panel emphasized Ms. Mak’s refreshing design for a common 
architectural undertaking that blends both nature and social interaction seamlessly, with 
frequent green spaces and interconnecting footpaths to encourage social contact.  
Furthermore, Ms. Mak’s proposal was lauded for allowing for different architectural styles 
within the well-ordered layout. 
 
“Ms. Mak Thur Pei’s scheme was unanimously chosen by our judging panel as the winner 
due to its innovative yet practical nature,” explained Tan Sri Ar. Chan Sau Lai, the 
award’s namesake and co-benefactor in conjunction with PAM. “Ms. Mak Thur Pei 
exhibited imagination, creativity and a maturity of thinking towards realism whilst creating 
her inspirational proposal and it is by encouraging the talented local architects of 
Malaysia such as our inaugural winner that makes this award instantly worthwhile.” 
 
In addition to the 2012 winner, three Commendation prizes consisting of RM5,000 were 
awarded to Mr. Tan Khang Hung, Mr. Teh Min Shen and En. Meor Mohd Haris bin 
Kamarul Bahrin, as well as three Finalist prizes of RM1,000 each to Mr Ooi Gim Seng, 
Mr. Tan Guang Ruey and En. Miuzz Adam bin Nazmi. 
 
“PAM is constantly looking for ways in which to promote local talent,” explained Ar. Haji 
Saifuddin Ahmad, President of PAM, “A useful way of doing this is through contests which 
provides mutually beneficial awareness to all parties concerned.  As established 
architects, we at PAM are exposed to bright, fresh new talents with whom we could 
potentially help and collaborate with, and the students have a platform on which to 
showcase their abilities and ambitions.” 
 
Tan Sri Ar. Chan Sau Lai noted a further benefit; “Architecture is sometimes taken for 
granted in Malaysia although we have many examples across the country to be proud of.  
To be able to contribute and partner PAM in raising the visibility of Malaysian architecture, 
this award was an obvious decision for me to make and I am honoured to have been part 
of this process.” 
 



The award was open to all Malaysian PAM student members locally and abroad who 
have completed their Part II architecture degrees in 2011. Malaysians who are completing 
their degrees this year were encouraged to submit their final year works whilst 
Malaysians who were non-PAM members needed to register with the Institute to be 
eligible to participate. 
 
Launched in February 2012, a total of 32 entries were received from local and overseas 
Universities and Colleges including the University of Western Australia, the RMIT 
University of Melbourne, Australia, the University College London, United Kingdom and 
the School of Architecture at Tsinghua University, Beijing, China. 
 
To adjudicate the award for 2012, the convened panel consisted of the President of PAM 
Ar. Haji Saifuddin Ahmad, the Award’s founder Tan Sri Ar. Chan Sau Lai, PAM’s 
Immediate Past President and co-founder of the award, Ar. Boon Che Wee, PAM 
Honorary Treasurer Ar. Haji Abdul Halim Suhor and PAM Council Member Ar. Haji 
Sarizal Yusman Yusoff. 
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About PAM 
Pertubuhan Akitek Malaysia is the national professional institute representing architects in 
Malaysia. 
 
The Institute provides a framework for its members to operate effectively: to do, to run and to get 
the business of architecture within the Code of Conduct and Scale of Fees. The primary objectives 
of the Institute are: 
 
• To promote and enlarge knowledge, study and practice of architecture.  
• To provide a central organisation for architecture. 
• To assist and advise Governments, local authorities, or other private or public bodies.  
• To promote friendly interaction and discourse amongst Architects.  
• To obtain and disseminate among the Members, information on matters affecting the 
profession, and 
• To preserve and to maintain the integrity and status of the profession. 
 
For more information, please visit www.pam.org.my or contact: 
Zarina Ibrahim, Executive Secretary, PAM (016-3044332, zarina@pam.org.my) 
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